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Infertility Awareness Nonprofit Expanding to Atlanta
Chapter Launch will Feature Speaker Dr. Desireé McCarthy-Keith, who pioneered research on infertility
in African American women

(Atlanta, Ga. - March 16, 2015) — Fertility for Colored Girls (FFCG), the Chicago-based nonprofit group
dedicated to offering information and hope to minority women struggling to conceive, is bringing a
chapter to Atlanta, Georgia -- a city with one of the highest populations of African-Americans in the
u.s.

The chapter launch is set for 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 18, 2015 at the Interdominational
Theological Center, Costen Center Room 101-103 at 700 Martin Luther King Drive SW in Atlanta.
This chapter will join the FFCG movement, which has reached seven states and established three
other chapters, including the home base of Chicago, Richmond, Va. and the DMV (Washington, D.C.,
Maryland, Virginia) area.

Atlanta’s launch will feature reproductive endocrinologist Dr. Desireé McCarthy-Keith, whose
groundbreaking research shined a spotlight on the unmet need of infertility awareness in
African-American women.

The Rev. Dr. Stacey Edwards-Dunn, FFCG Founder and President, is among those women of color
fighting infertility. At 43, she and her husband, Earl recently welcomed a baby girl, Shiloh -- after
seven years and eight round of in vitro fertilization (IVF).

“l began to encounter a number of women and couples who were struggling with infertility and many
of them didn’t know that | was struggling--- One of the things | found was that many of them felt like
they were walking this journey alone,” Rev. Stacey says.

Rev. Stacey is delighted to expand this mission to Atlanta and offer hope and access to resources in a
city with one of the highest populations of African Americans in the country.

“FFCG is on the move to raise awareness and encourage African American women/couples to take
charge of our fertility and reproductive health,” she says.

Launched in 2013, FFCG exists to address the cold reality highlighted by McCarthy-Keith’s research:
black women have higher rates of infertility as compared to their white counterparts. Studies show
11.5 percent of black women have reported issues with infertility as compared to 7 percent of white
women.



-- MORE --

“As long as disparities in reproductive health exist, we need organizations like Fertility for Colored
Girls to increase awareness and access to fertility care among women of color,” said McCarthy-Keith.

“I applaud FFCG for removing the stigma from infertility and for encouraging women to share their
experiences,” she added. “My goal in partnering with FFCG is to provide accurate information and
support to women who are facing infertility and to encourage women to support each other. | am
privileged to represent women of color in reproductive medicine and proud to be a reflection of the
women | serve.”
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FFCG Fast Facts

What is Fertility for Colored Girls (FFCG)? Fertility for Colored Girls is a national organization founded
in 2013 that provides education, awareness, support and encouragement to African American
women/couples experiencing infertility. Based in Chicago, FFCG currently has a chapter in Richmond,
VA, the DMV area (Washington D.C., Maryland, Virginia) and is launching a chapter in Atlanta in April
2015. Please note that FFCG is NOT a medical organization and we DO NOT give health advice.

How does FFCG accomplish its mission?

FFCG accomplishes its mission of offering hope and access to options to women and couples trying to
conceive through the following:

1. Education: Live Programming/Webinars

2. Support: Private Support Group Meetings & Prayer Circles

3. Resources: Family Building Grant, Ask the Doctor & access to health experts through programming

How did FFCG get started?

Our founder, the Rev. Dr. Stacey Edwards-Dunn, was experiencing her own fertility challenges with
her husband. They spent six years before the launch of FFCG trying to conceive. During that painful
time, Rev. Stacey realized there were very few women of color she could turn to for help and became
concerned that conversation surrounding black women and infertility were not taking place. After
seven years and eight IVF treatments, Rev. Stacey and her husband Earl welcomed a baby girl, Shiloh,
in the fall of 2014.

What are key statistics surrounding black women and infertility in the U.S.?

- Black women have twice the odds of infertility compared to white women

- 11.5% of black women report infertility compared to 7% of white women but yet studies indicate
that black women use infertility services less often

- A leading cause of infertility in black women is uterine fibroids

Where can | direct people to for more information?

FFCG has a website www.fertilityforcoloredgirls.org and an active Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/FertilityForColoredGirlsNfp

updated 1/2015
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FFCG in the News
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To read, listen to and/or watch our coverage in its entirety, please log on to
www.fertilityforcoloredgirls.org. FFCG has been featured on:

CBS News Chicago

“You & Me This Morning” Inspiring U segment, WCIU

“Infertility Through the Prism of Race,” New York Times

WVON Cliff Kelley Show

WVON Perri Small Show

Doug Banks Radio Show

“Black women, infertility organization strives to create more awareness,” Chicago Defender
Tom Joyner Morning Show Community Watch

“Working Women Waiting Longer to Have Children Face Infertility Issues,” TBT News Service
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“Black women, infertility organization strives to create more awareness.”, Chicago Defender, 2014

Black women, infertility organization
strives to create more awareness

By Andrea V. Watson
DEFENDER STAFF REPORTER

Like most coupbes, Brand Harris and her
hushand Roy planned to have o batw shiort-
by aftar geting mardad. Neithar aspected 1o
encountar any problerns with conceiing so
wehin thery discoverad that Brandi was infartile,
bepth ware shochad,

Research chows that Black women are
twiee e lkely to deal with Infertiliny s white
women, but they are less fikely 1o get help and
aaplore their options.

According to resaarch by Ceorsia Repro-
ductive Specighets, an nfertlity and repro-
dhictive endocrine hasltheare fality, infertility
affacts one in eight couplas or 7.3 million pac-
pia in the LS, About 12 percent of worman of
reproductive age experience difficuny having a
by and Black women hive taviee the adds of
indertifity aompared o white women. The data
raveal that 118 percent of Black womean re-
port infertiity comparad to 7 percent of white
wamen, yel ressarch still shows that Black
waman use infertility services much kess than
their white counterparts.

Martsonal hrferbibty Awareness Mook is from
April 2027 and organizations like Fartility for
Colprad Gids are doing their part in reaghing
ol to weermen, 1T joine RESCAVE: The National
Infertiliny Association In recogrizing the infes-
tility s,

“Matignal hir:.rtﬁ‘t:,- Avvaraness Weeld is one
of RESOLVE's pinnacia evants sach year and
I sush wide spread secoeniton and aucep-
tanca in the infertlty community,” Barbaca
Collura, president of RESOUVE The National
Infartilicy Aasociation, said in p statamant

"By coming togathar and spopking Bs oma
wibce, we can Bl truly make & differance ae
it refiates o publc undsrstanding, swarencss
and education about the disease of infertfing,”
she eaid,

Events wall take place locally snd netioa-
wide,

Bath Heller, pemer of Puling Doan the
Muoon, 0 company thet offers fertility infooma-
tipn and privedas hoketc treatment, will host
a Frons yopa class fron 6 1o 8230 poow Aprd 24
at her comparry, 300 N, Kngsbury, Suite Riv-
arwalle GA, Chicago, Fertlity Cantars of linois

cinical peychoiogist Aradna Cymiet Lanski
will join her, Tha clags callad “Balance During
Fartility Treatmant™ will be an interactive auent
that wil alloee attendees the oppormniy o
digeuzs thelr emotans.

“A recemt shady shows that stross mny
make it harder for women o get pregnant and
fartility trestmeant is very stressful 8o wee offar
thesa programs to balp woiman e fiesl loes
stressed and to have moeme control over their
fertility,” Heller said.

Lilkke mantal illnass, infertlity is anathar ta-
hoo topic the Black community haz ailenthy
decided to gnore, Harre sald mosr African
Amerisns are spiritieal and beliove prager
salves evarything, which can ba detrimental 1o
thi community,

“I thirk it rether embarressing for a lot of
pecple to talk showt,” she said. “MNo one alks
ahaut getting medical halp.”

Harria recallad a woman suggesting po-
sitions sha ghould try in the badrosm o in
crease hor chances of getting pregnant,

“You haar all these crary things and sama

See infertility, Page
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